
Little House in the Big Woods — 11: Finishing the Book

Activity 2: A Letter from the Author

Tell your child that some letters are informal — for example, when a friend writes to another friend — while some are more 

formal. Ask him what he thinks the differences between formal and informal letters might be. (Answers may vary, but 

informal letters often use more slang, the writing may sound more like everyday speech, and the writers probably don't worry 

as much about perfect spelling, grammar, and punctuation.) Now ask your child to read aloud "A Letter from the Author," 

which was written by Laura Ingalls Wilder. When he's done, ask him whether he thinks the author's letter was formal or 

informal and why. (It is more formal because she is writing to the public.)

Now ask him to write a letter to children in the future describing what life is like today for your family. Just as Laura's life is 

very different from his own, his life will be very different from life for children in 200 years. Review the rubric with your child 

(found on the page "A Letter to Children in the Future"), outlining and explaining the criteria for his letter. Let him write his 

rough draft. 

Before he begins, explain that letters have dates and that the comma comes after the day and before the year (e.g., January 11, 

2020). Explain that he must also use a comma after the greeting and name and after the closing greeting but before the name 

(e.g., Dear Sarah, and Sincerely, Emma).
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