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Activity 2: A Closer Look at Igneous Rocks

Most of the rocks on the Earth's crust are igneous rocks. Scientists can use a rock's 

color to help determine which minerals are in the rock. Scientists also look at the rock's 

texture, which helps indicate where the rock cooled. Rocks made from magma that 

comes from land areas are 60% silica, but those made from magma that comes from 

ocean areas have closer to 45% silica. 

Gather the igneous rocks from your Rock Science Kit, the booklet and magnifying 

glass that came with the kit, and the "Igneous Rock Observations" pages. Follow the 

instructions on the two pages. In addition to using the scientific classifications for 

texture and color, feel free to add your own descriptions of how the rocks feel and 

what color they are. 

When you are done, search online if you'd like to learn more about any of your 

igneous rocks.

Igneous Rocks

www.movingbeyondthepage.com/link/9600/

This page contains information about the igneous rocks in your kit.

Page 24© Copyright 2021 Epiphany Curriculum, LLC

Do not copy or distribute without written permission from Epiphany Curriculum, LLC.



Our Changing Earth — 3: Igneous Rocks  . . . Volcanoes Activity 2 - Page 1

Page 27© Copyright 2021 Epiphany Curriculum, LLC

Do not copy or distribute without written permission from Epiphany Curriculum, LLC.



Our Changing Earth — 3: Igneous Rocks  . . . Volcanoes Activity 2 - Page 2

Page 29© Copyright 2021 Epiphany Curriculum, LLC

Do not copy or distribute without written permission from Epiphany Curriculum, LLC.



Our Changing Earth — 3: Igneous Rocks . . . Volcanoes Parent Overview

Lesson 3: Igneous Rocks and Volcanoes (2 Days)

Activity 2: A Closer Look at Igneous Rocks

Your child will examine the igneous rocks from his Rock Science Kit. He will use scientific terms to categorize his igneous 

rocks to determine their minerals, their texture, and where they formed. He can also include his own descriptions of the rocks' 

texture and color. Some answers may vary from the answer key depending on the texture and color of the specific specimens 

in your child's kit. You may want to point out to your child that scoria is extrusive even though it has a rough texture.

Page 116© Copyright 2021 Epiphany Curriculum, LLC

Do not copy or distribute without written permission from Epiphany Curriculum, LLC.

Answer Key:

obsidian: glassy, smooth; extrusive; obsidian, black; landl

l granite: phaneritic, coarse with large crystals; intrusive; felsic, ivory or grey; land

l

l

basalt: aphanitic (or porphyritic), fine-grained; extrusive; mafic or intermediate, dark brown or grey or 

a mixture of colors; ocean

scoria: vesicular, bubbly; extrusive; mafic or intermediate, dark brown; ocean

rhyolite: porphyritic (or aphanitic), mixture of textures or fine-grained; extrusive; felsic, ivory or light 

grey; land

l




